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connived at Iht: murder of her consort 1'clrr 111; mill her relations with licrscin, the 1'uturc 1'aul I, were severely strained by her numerous amour*. Hut im indulgences dulled ibr vision or the lunbition of Catharine, Her freshness of mind and faelHiy nf expression tlti/x.lcd her philosophic visilorM, I Jiderol and Grimm; and thesi! varied powers were: held in leash by a virile will which made her OIK: of the KrtNilc.il polilii'al force*, of the agr. Her resolve In aggrandise Russia centred in two great filler-prises, the partition of I'oland and the overthrow of the Turkish Tower, In the first partition of I'oland (177,0 she had the concurrence of Frederick the Great and the relnciaiii nut-sent uf Maria Theresa; but the death of the, latter, in November 1780, removed nil checks on Joseph II, who for fifteen years hud been associated with her in the government of the Austrian SlalcH.
The Iwo most (luring rulers in Knrope in the year t?Hi cume lo an umler.siandlng which furehoded a general upheaval. Their arrangement did not lake the form uf a treaty, lor Jnirph, as Kmperur, claimed precedence In all liilei, which Culhiuine, pruud of the comparatively new Imperial litlr of tin- i'/un uf Muscovy, letii.ned to rcrngni/e. Aeciinlinj;ly, in May i/'Ki.lhr pnneliliou.'i sovereigns exi-han^rd IrllciH, Innding ihrmM'lvri lo mutual Mippori; Joseph undi-ilaking lo .i-.^i'.i iht- C/.uiiin In her tlesi^ns ajjainsl llu* Turk1*, while nlir gn.iranlrril m JnM-ph Ihe integrity of IIJH ilnminionf, ihun enabliii|.; him tu adopi the forward policy whose develupmenlN in the Netherlands wa have noticed.
In vain did Krcderick Ihe Great and Knulattd seek, though by widely dlveme ineann, lu dUiiolve tliln alliaiife. CapriciiHiH and violent in private life and in her liken and <lMikt'\ Catharine showed fllaleHmanlikc lii'nincyi'j mid caulion In pnhlk: affairs. Her firmness appeared in her rcfuiAl ttt take (he lempling bidt uf Minorca which onr ambaHHador Ilarriu .skillnlly held tun to her in 1780, If »\\t: would medi.ite in favour of Kn^liiiul in the American War. She rightly naw more pr«»fii in liraillng the Armed Neutrality I.eagnr; and Harris iitril all bit iu<i in vain.1 Her caulion Nln'nc<t in her charming repiulcc u> Djrlrrut after ihe I-'rench philoMipht-r had vivafioiisly nkeltlied bji |,l,ui of reno-
1 "Mfilmcntniiy Dinrie^," i, j?Ji -("J. Sl^- Mr ihmi(||n IIPI tmmy, and awayftl hy patttufi ur c.tjintr, tint rvciiin |imvnl ih.u S\IK tlitl ant lurk forc«>ij{ti* orina. She was justly suspected of havingirii ttinl |'',ii(,'l.iiitl in »lrr lMimj.:tiai lirn l'n||llfe
